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As a member of Alumni and Friends (A&F) you will receive quarterly newsletters, get discounts on tickets and 
merchandise and connect with your fellow alumni and hear about what they are up to through a “members 
only” section on A&F’s website. Your membership fees help sustain A&F and ensure that we are able to continue 
supporting the school and its students.

Annual Membership Dues:
Regular membership: $40 (domestic)/$50 (foreign) 
Student membership: Free (for students who graduated in the last 4 years) 
Lifetime Membership: $1,000

 A check for my annual membership dues is included 
 I would like to make a donation to A&F in the amount of $____________________________________________

Please return to A&F at 100 Amsterdam Ave., room #853, NY, NY 10023. You may also make payments online at 
www.alumniandfriends.org. Contributions to A&F are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. Our tax iden-
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Members
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*Past President
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Peter Yarrow (M&A ’55)

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Robindra Deb
Technology & Database
Natalia Stachula-Kurylak, LaG ’06 
Victoria Baritz
Awards & Scholarships
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Dear Alumni and Friends,

Another school year 
has ended and it’s been 
a year full of amazing 
accomplishments 
by LaGuardia and its 
students and some tough 
times as well. 

•	 LaGuardia received the national “Best High 
School” gold medal for college readiness from 
U.S. News and World Report. Out of 22,000 
U.S. schools, LaGuardia was ranked #426.

•	 TWO LaGuardia students were named 
Presidential Scholars in the Arts: Nadia Cook 
(Drama) and Amanda Krische (Dance). Only 
20 students, nationwide, receive such an 
honor. Nadia and Amanda performed at the 
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts on June 18th.

•	 Out of 1.5 million entrants, only 1% received a 
National Merit Scholarship. FOUR of LaGuar-
dia’s students were awarded this honor this 
year: Ruby Froom, Benjamin McKenna, Rose-
mary Oregan and Sophia Wilansky.

•	 In June we gave out over 200 awards to 
students – their gratitude and appreciation of 
both A&F and the donors was touching.

Take a look at the article on page 7 for more  
information on the incredible accomplishments 
of our students and studios.

Sadly, the school lost two beloved teachers 
this year: Karyn Kay, an English teacher, and 
Richard Harden, a drama teacher. Memorial 
funds have been set up in both of their names.

It’s also been a full year for A&F:

•	 A&F had a successful reunion for classes 
who graduated in years ending in 2 & 7. 

•	 Nearly 150 seats have been sold for A&F’s 
Take A Seat campaign, which raises funds 
for theater maintenance and A&F’s general 
endowment. 

•	 Membership has increased over 85% and, 
thanks to your generosity, we just gave out 
almost 200 awards to students. 

•	 A&F also has three new board members and 
one honorary board member who bring new 
enthusiasm for the school and A&F’s mission.

We are also losing one of our longest-tenured 
staff members. Natalia Stachula-Kurylak has 
been with A&F for seven years and is leaving to 
raise a family. On behalf of the board and staff of 
A&F, thank you Natalia for all you have done for 
the foundation. 

Thanks also to those of you who have donated to 
A&F, participated in A&F events and bought seats 
in the school’s concert hall for your generosity 
and support. It is only through your support that 
the school can provide the same excellent arts 
education that we received to today’s students.

Have a great summer!

Warmly, 
Barbara Engel 
Executive Director
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A&F Announces New Funds
A&F is pleased to announce three new funds:
The Karyn Kay Memorial Fund
Karyn Kay was beloved and esteemed by the 
entire LaGuardia community. Anyone who 
ever met Ms. Kay remembers her laugh, her 
passion for art, film and creative writing and 
her unswerving commitment to her students. 
The Lively Arts, an annual magazine of student 
writing, drawings, and photography which 
she presided over had enormous impact on 
generations of students.

The Fund will ensure that The Lively Arts 
magazine is funded in perpetuity so that, 
regardless of budget cuts, future students will 
be given confidence in themselves as writers 
and people and learn that they have a voice 
and a right to be heard.

The A&F Video Club Fund
This fund will provide equipment and supplies 
for A&F’s video club (see article on page 6).

The Richard Harden Memorial Fund
Dr. Harden’s memory will live on in the hundreds 
of students he taught. His abiding salutation, 
“Good morning, young artists”— which is still 
used today by drama teachers—landed like a 
fatherly embrace, giving assurance to one and all 
that they were welcome to the heart of a loving 
teacher. According to his students, Dr. Harden 
“made them better actors, but also, and perhaps 
more importantly, better people.”

This scholarship fund will grant awards to 
students who display the characteristics that 
Richard embodied and taught: professionalism, 
compassion, integrity, a strong work ethic and 
humor even in the face of tough times.

If you would like to donate to any of these 
funds you can either send a check to A&F with 
the name of the fund in the memo line or 
donate online at www.alumniandfriends.org.

Show Off Your School Pride With Alumni Merchandise!

Durable and washable 18” x 16” 
Canvas Totes have zippers and inside 
& outside pockets. 
$25

100% Cotton T-Shirts are 
available in S,M,L,XL. 

$18 

Take a Seat!
…and help support LaGuardia and its gifted students. Sponsoring a seat is a unique gift – it’s a 
way to honor someone special; to recognize alumni, current students, graduates, or a class; or to 
cherish the memory of a loved one. Your sponsorship of a seat in LaGuardia’s Concert Hall will be 
acknowledged with a plaque that will be permanently affixed to the back of the seat. Once you 
reserve your seat you will receive a seating chart with its location, along with an acknowledge-
ment of your tax-deductible donation. Your donation will be used to establish a fund to maintain 
LaGuardia’s theaters and grow A&F’s endowment. The donation form is on A&F’s website at 
www.alumniandfriends.org and is also provided on the next page.

So take a seat and stand up for our current and future gifted students!

#2  �Also available as  
a sweatshirt (#3)

#5

#4

#6  �Designed by  
Norman Narotzky

#1 � Also available  
in white

#7  �Also available  
in black

#8  �Available in  
XL only
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Payment Information

Name

Address

Shipping Address (if different than above)

Phone Email

Checks: Checks should be made payable to Alumni and Friends of LaGuardia.

Credit Cards: You can pay online at www.alumniandfriends.org or return this form along with 
the following information:

Please Charge $                            to my  MasterCard  Visa  AMEX  Discover

Credit Card Number Expiration Date Security Code

Signature

A&F is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization. A&F’s EIN is 13-3166-108. Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent they 
exceed the fair market value of any gift you receive. Prior donations and membership dues cannot be used for merchandise.

Donation and Order Form
Please fill out this form and return it to Alumni & Friends of LaGuardia H.S., 100 Amsterdam 
Avenue, Room 853, New York, NY 10023. Questions? Call us at 212 595-1301.

Show Off Your School Pride With Alumni Merchandise!

Item Number Color Quantity Size Price Total

#1 La! T-Shirt Black or White x $18 Each

#2 M&A Logo T-Shirt Maroon x $18 Each

#3 Music & Art Sweatshirt(1) Maroon x $35 Each

#4/#5 Tote Bag M&A or LaG x $25 Each

#6    M&A 75th AnniversaryT-Shirt White x $18 Each

#7 M&A Logo T-Shirt Black or White x $18 Each

#8 M&A Graduate Logo T-Shirt Maroon XL only x $18 Each

Total
(1) Pullover, hoodless

Take a Seat!
 Rows A-J $550  Rows K-Q $400  Rows R-X $250

Please engrave the following: (Maximum of 2 lines, 30 characters per line, including punctuation and spaces)

A&F New Funds
Yes! I’d like to support the following Fund(s)

 �The Karyn Kay  
Memorial Fund 

 �The Richard Harden  
Memorial Fund

 �The A&F Video  
Club Fund
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In the Fall ’11 newsletter, we told the story of a graduating senior who was going to be studying 
at a well-known conservatory and had auditioned for a notable film director, who told him that 
he didn’t have the required skills for a film audition. We learned that the school didn’t have the 
equipment needed to teach acting on film. A&F approached Rich Abel and Jonathan Epner of 
Abel Cine in NYC who provided the school with nearly $20,000 of professional video equipment. 
With the support of the Eric Friedheim Foundation, which paid for the extra equipment neces-
sary to configure the cameras and the Parents Association, who bought an Apple computer to 
enable the students to edit film, LaGuardia now has the necessary equipment to teach students 
professional video and film acting. Drama teacher Clay Smith, Drama Coordinator Sandy Faison 
and actor Todd Sussman, all generously volunteer their time to teach the students video produc-
tion and editing. In addition to providing professional tapes of school performances and exhibits, 
the club has stimulated students’ interest in film production.  

A&F’s Video Club

A&F Honors Alumni Who Served in the Military
Those of you with photographic memories may remember a board that displayed the names  
of alumni who served in WW II in the lobby of the old M&A building (the “Castle”). It has been  
in storage since the move to the new school, and the board is in poor condition. We have  
decided to replace it and add to it the names of all alumni who served our country. If you have 
served, please send an email to info@alumniandfriends.org with the following information: 
name, school, year of graduation, branch of military, wars or conflicts served in (if applicable) 
and years served. Thanks!

A&F Welcomes Its New Board Members
A&F is pleased to welcome to its board the following members:
Alexis Christoforous (LaG ’88) is a proud grad-
uate of the LaGuardia Drama Department. She 
is currently a national correspondent for CBS 
News where she has been covering business and 
consumer news for 13 years. Her reports can be 
seen on CBS television stations internationally and 
heard on the CBS radio network. Previously, Ms. 
Christoforous worked for Bloomberg News. She 
and her husband enjoy raising their three children, 
ages 9, 7 and 2, in New York City.

Betsy Vorce is Vice President of Public Relations at 
Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts. She joined 
Lincoln Center in October 2002, bringing with her 
an extensive background in communications, public 
relations, and marketing for the entertainment and 
media industries. She is responsible for all internal 
and external public relations for Lincoln Center for 
the Performing Arts activities, including program-
ming, corporate communications, educational 
and community outreach, digital and branding 
initiatives, crisis management, and campus 
stewardship-related matters. 

Previously, Ms. Vorce held executive positions at 
Court TV and Viacom.

Van Zebooker is the father of James Zebooker, 
LaGuardia Class of 2011, Drama. 

Mr. Zebooker is Director of Business Development 
and Alliances at Markit Group Ltd. Prior to Markit, 
he helped IntraLinks Inc. through its startup phase 
and before that spent 15 years as a loan syndica-
tions and private placement specialist at Bank of 
America. Mr. Zebooker is a graduate of the Temple 
University School of Law.

Charles Osgood (Honorary Board Member) is an 
Emmy and Peabody Award-winning newscaster, 
a member of the Radio Hall of Fame and both the 
Broadcasting & Cable and the National Association 
of Broadcasters Halls of Fame, and the voice of  
CBS News. His carefully crafted commentaries  
“The Osgood File” have been carried on the network 
since 1971. In 1994, Mr. Osgood succeeded Charles 
Kuralt as host of CBS Sunday Morning on CBS  
Television. From 1981 to 1987 he was also the 
anchor for the CBS Sunday Night News and a 
co-anchor for the CBS Morning News. 

Mr. Osgood is also an accomplished pianist and banjo 
player and has played with the Boston and New York 
Pops orchestras. He lives in New York City with his 
wife. They have five children and three grandchildren. 
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Highlights from the Studios
Music
•	 Three of the school’s chamber groups won 

the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln 
Center’s Young Musicians Competition, 
culminating in a recital at Alice Tully Hall.

•	 The Senior Woodwind Quintet performed at 
the Museum of Modern Art in NYC and at a 
WNYC-sponsored international education 
conference along with a violin/piano duo.

•	 The Senior Jazz Band performed at the 
United Nations for the First Annual Inter-
national Jazz Day event and members of 
the Monk Combo competed in the Fourth 
Annual Mingus Jazz Competition and 
Festival. They also performed in a live radio 
broadcast on WBGO-FM.

•	 The students performed in the world 
premiere of Life of the Party, a new opera by 
Nell Benjamin and Laurence O’Keefe, the 
composers of Legally Blonde.

•	 The New Music Ensemble wrote and 
recorded original compositions for a show 
on NPR hosted by Robert Krulwich.

•	 The Women’s Choir performed at the West-
minster Choir College Choral Festival and 
the Mixed Chorus performed at the National 
High School Choral Festival. The Senior 
Chorus performed at the Eastern Division 
Conference of the American Choral Direc-
tors Association.

•	 The Show Choir performed at a number of 
events, including the Winter’s Eve Festival 
at Lincoln Square and the Kaplan Concert 
Series at the MetLife Building. 

Drama and Technical Theater
Drama and Technical Theater had an excep-
tional year. One of their students was a 
YoungArts Presidential Scholar (Nadia Cook), 
one a YoungArts winner (Jared Kemp) and a 
third was the valedictorian (Sean Hardy). The 
department also had four McCauley Honors 
winners and two Posse Scholarship winners.

•	 Seniors Jared Kemp and Owen Campbell 
have appeared in off-Broadway productions.

•	 Senior Ansel Elgort appeared in Manhattan 
Theater Club’s production of Regrets and 
will be the male lead in Brian DePalma’s new 
film, Carrie.

•	 In addition to becoming a Presidential 
Scholar, Nadia Cook plays a role in an 
upcoming Tina Fey movie, has had  
recurring roles on HBO’s Boardwalk Empire,  
and will appear in two new series this fall. 

•	 Tim Chalamee guest-starred in four episodes 
of Royal Pains and shot a pilot; he will also 
appear on the new series, Homeland.

•	 Sam Varthalomeous appears in Ben Stiller’s 
new film, Neighborhood Watch.

•	 Marielle Young (LaG ’11) is guest-starring  
in an episode of Major Crimes, a spinoff of 
The Closer that premieres in late summer/
early fall.

•	 Ben Stiller, Jake Gyllenhaal, Alan Richman, 
Manny Azenberg and casting directors Jane 
Jenkins and Denise Chamian all visited the 
departments to talk to the students about 
careers in the field.

•	 Graduating seniors are heading off to 
Harvard, Yale, Princeton and Stanford as 
well as conservatories including North Caro-
lina School of the Arts, Boston University 
and Cal Arts.

Dance
This year’s class was outstanding, demonstrating 
both strong technical skills and artistic depth. 

•	 The Senior Dance Concert included an 
original score performed by LaGuardia’s 
own Lyudmila Melerud and Richard Titone. 
The concert included the work of two 
faculty choreographers along with three 
pieces by alumni and one choreographed by 
Zvi Gotheiner, a reknowned choreographer.

•	 Senior Amanda Krische was one of 20 students 
to win a YoungArts Presidential Award.

•	 Senior Greg Lau won YoungArts recogni-
tion in both ballet and modern, a first in 
YoungArts history; he is the only student to 
achieve awards in both disciplines.

•	 Two dance students are on their way to  
Juilliard: Greg Lau and Jesse Obremski.

•	 Two dance students will be attending 
Harvard this fall: Maya Park and Tessa 
Markowitz.
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Tribeca Film Institute
One of the most exciting results of the A&F Video Club is that three LaGuardia students were 
selected to participate in the Tribeca Film Institute’s Film Fellows program, which accepts 19 
students a year from thousands of applicants. The Fellows participate in a collegiate-level 
program that provides them with the tools to be innovative storytellers. They also go to special 
screenings at the Tribeca Film Festival, are mentored by film and media makers and pitch their 
ideas to industry professionals. The student whose idea is selected wins a $25,000 scholarship. 
One of our three student filmmakers, Nia Ashley, was the scholarship winner this year!

LaGuardia’s three Tribeca Film Fellows, all seniors, are:

Nia Ashley: “In six weeks at TFI, in combination with Clay Smith’s support and insight, I learned so 
much about film production. I now love film. The people they introduced us to and the doors they 
opened for us inspired and changed me as an artist and a person. I wouldn’t have gotten into this 
program without the guidance and support of Clay Smith and the entire film initiative at LaGuardia. 
I am so thankful that we have the access to this technology and excited to see how the program 
continues to expand.”

Irene Lazaridis: “This program was one of the greatest experiences of my high school career. In 
addition to the numerous film screenings, we met a myriad of artists and filmmakers. We even trav-
eled to Philadelphia to tour a production house and meet Will and Jaden Smith. TFI taught me how 
to envision the world through many different windows. TFI opened many doors for me and truly 
made an impact on my career.”

Erika Martinez: “We got to meet new and innovative thinkers in the different mediums of story-
telling, which challenged us to look at our film proposals in a different light. If it wasn’t for the new 
video equipment, I would not have been able to participate in this program. The donated camera 
equipment and the sudden amount of film projects in production have opened my eyes to an 
entirely new option for the course of my life — producing — and I am grateful for this opportunity.”

More information on the A&F Video Club is on the website at: www.alumniandfriends.org, along 
with information on A&F’s newest fund that will provide continued support to this initiative.

 A&F is grateful to all the donors who came together to make this happen.  

Art
•	 Two students (WiQing Hipsh and Ella 

Melamed) won the PS Art competition, 
receiving $1,500 each in awards and having 
had their work displayed at the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in NYC. Only 20 NYC students 
are given this honor. The students received 
their awards at a ceremony with Mayor 
Bloomberg, Chancellor Dennis Walcott 
and Caroline Kennedy. This is the first time 
LaGuardia students have won this award.

•	 A visiting artist in mural making worked with 
the students to complete 12 new murals 
throughout the school. This initiative was 
partially supported by A&F funds.

•	 LaGuardia students designed four pages 
for the Department of Education’s (DOE) 
annual calendar. Each winning student 
received an iPad. Another art student’s 
design for the cover of the DOE’s High 
School Directory will appear on the next 
edition of the publication.

•	 More than 20 students, who submitted work 
to the ArtsConnection, will have their pieces 
displayed in various corporations. Each won 
a $100 gift certificate.

Highlights from the Studios (continued)
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Alumni Reunions
A&F has been working to make reunion weekends accessible and attractive for all graduates. 
The task has gotten harder in the past year or two as there have been charges imposed by the 
Department of Education for use of the school at night and on weekends that have added signif-
icant costs, which A&F must pass along to attendees. The price charged by A&F for reunions 
reflects only the costs that A&F incurs—these are break-even events, not fundraisers.

We’ve gotten very positive feedback from attendees in the past couple of years as we’ve made 
attempts to improve the food and reunion activities. We know cost is an issue for some and so 
we have priced events separately so that everyone can attend at least part of the reunion. Some 
classes with large attendance have chosen to have their reunions off-site, which is fine with us. In 
most cases it doesn’t reduce their costs as much as allow them to be in a venue where alcohol can 
be served (it’s prohibited in the school). Many in those classes still come to the senior chorus and 
orchestra concert and we’re glad to have them come see the high performance standards.

With so many reunions taking place simultaneously, the ability of A&F to assist individual classes 
is limited to guidance for class leaders, providing class lists, and suggesting organizing ideas that 
have worked for others.

A&F also can oversee all financial aspects, manage registration, and provide badges for each 
attendee. Our goal is to help each class maximize attendance, but the basic contact effort has to 
come from the class itself.

For those of you who have reunions coming up, there are many things you can do to make your 
event a success. Getting together a core of committed classmates early and choosing a class 
leader is a critical element. The class leader can coordinate communications, put together teams 
to update contact information, and help determine where you want to meet and which events 
at the school you might want to attend. It might sound daunting, but Facebook and other social 
media have made the class leader’s job a lot easier and A&F works closely with the class leader 
to provide support. We recommend that the planning process begin at least six months prior to 
the event. Becoming a member of A&F and making sure we have your latest address is a great 
way to make sure you’re on the contact list and don’t miss your reunion. 

We’re always looking for feedback. We’d love to hear from alumni who have attended reunions 
this year or last and get your reaction to your experience or suggestions as to what would have 
made it better. Please send us an email at info@alumniandfriends.org.

The Party Begins!

PA Alums

Friends Reunite
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Almost 25 classes of alumni from LaGuardia and its two predecessor schools gathered on June 
8 and 9 and it was joyous. Attendees, from classes that graduated in years ending in 2 and 7, 
included alumni from 1942 through 2002! 

Not only was the once-in-five-years reunion an opportunity to reconnect with classmates, but 
coming to the school was a chance to see performances and art displays by students from all 
studios. In addition, there was a special meet-and-greet session on the Friday evening where 
alumni could talk with students and exchange views about their experiences at the school. It was 
a great success and Alumni & Friends will try to make it a regular feature of future reunions.

In addition to tours of “the Castle” and LaGuardia, alumni were treated to a special drama 
performance on Friday night and the Semi-Annual Concert on Saturday evening. As an extra 
treat, Richard Klein, principal from 1968 to 1986, and Gabriel Kosakoff, chair of the Music 
Department for over 30 years, joined alumni for dinner.

2012 Reunion

Friends Reunite

Jean Poindexter-Waldes 
M&A Class 0f ’42 M&A Class of ’52W 

M&A Class of ’57

M&A Class of ’52S 

“The Castle” Friends Reunite

M&A Class of ’46

Over 140 alumni from the class of M&A ’62 celebrated their 50th Reunion.
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M&A Class of ’72 

LaG Class of ’02 Great Food

M&A Class of ’67

Gabriel Kosakoff  
Richard Klein

M&A Class of ’82

LaG Class of ’92

M&A Class of ’87

M&A Class of ’77

Memory Lane
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Please tell us what you’re up to – you can send us a note or email us at: info@alumniandfriends.
org. We and your fellow alumni would love to hear from you!

The list includes notifications we received after the last printed newsletter (Spring 2012) through June 30, 2012.

Mildred Landecker (RF) is still playing piano…..at age 99! You can see a video of her at youtube.com/watch?v 
=zUXmZbE9FOk or learn more about her on her website: http://www.lafn.org/~bf684/mlandecker.htm.

Zelda Sondack Ackerman (RF) turned 100 on June 16, 2012. Happy Birthday Zelda!

Mildred Lapson (M&A ’40) continues her work as a professional artist and is an honorary member of the 
Pasadena Society of Artists. Her paintings are in the permanent collection of the Ellis Island Museum. 
A retrospective show of her work was presented at the Towns Burr Gallery in Burbank, California, from 
June 12 to July 12. She has been married for 72 years, has four grandchildren and six great-grandchildren 
and works in her hilltop studio. A book of her work entitled Artwork of Mildred Lapson has recently been 
published.

Billy Dee Williams (M&A ’55) majored in art and, after graduation, went on to study at the National 
Academy of Design. He was nominated for a Guggenheim Fellowship and won a Hallgarten Scholarship. He 
has paintings in the Smithsonian and the Schomburg in New York and the American Jazz Museum in Kansas 
City. He has starred in Brian’s Song.

Suzanne Vega (PA ’77) performed the title role in her new play about the work of the late American writer 
Carson McCullers, Carson McCullers Talks About Love, which ran at the Rattlestick Playwrights Theater from 
April 20 to June 4. Written with Tony Award-winning composer Duncan Sheik, the play was nominated for a 
Drama Desk Award for outstanding music in a play.

Noah Stewart (LaG ’97) has built on the successes of his mentors, Leontyne Price, Sir Willard White and 
Jessye Norman, to become the first black musician to peak on the British classical chart. With his debut 
album, the 33-year-old Harlem-born tenor has blazed a trail. You can learn more about Noah’s career at 
www.Noahofficial.com.

Clara Fialho (LaG ’02) has a showing of her work at the Tria Gallery in Manhattan and her large painting is 
featured prominently in the front of the gallery.

Oliver Houser (LaG ’11) is starring in Spring Awakening in the role of Melchior at the Virginia Rep Theatre 
this summer.

Alex Getlin (LaG ’12) debuted at Feinstein’s cabaret a year ago, becoming the youngest person to do a 
solo show, and will be appearing at Feinstein’s to reprise her one-night show, You’re Gonna Hear From Me, 
featuring songs by Frank Loesser, Stephen Sondheim, Rodgers and Hammerstein, and Cy Coleman.

And finally……LaGuardia Alum and A&F board member Alexis Christoforous of CBS interviews LaGuardia 
Drama Department Chair Sandy Faison, and the original Annie, Andrea McArdle, about the musical 
returning to Broadway in November. Ms. Faison played Grace Farrell alongside McArdle in the original 
Broadway production.

Left to right: Andrea McArdle, Alexis Christoforous and Sandy Faison

12



Alumni & Friends of Fiorello H. LaGuardia High School of Music & Art and Performing Arts

In Memoriam
We deeply regret the loss of our classmates, alumni and friends  
and send our condolences to the families of those who have passed. 
This list includes notifications we received after the last printed 
newsletter (Spring 2012) through July 15, 2012.
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Murray Braunstein, Retired Faculty
Rima Rudina Austender, M&A ’40
Rosalie Goldstein Seidler, M&A ’40
Maria Calabrese, M&A ’41
John Powers Severin, M&A ’41
Edward L. Gordon, M&A ’42
Sylvia DiCicco DeBlasi, M&A ’43
Marvin Levy, M&A ’43
Roger Protas, M&A ’43
Melvin Kirschner, M&A ’44
Steve Miller, M&A ’44
Hank Basayne, M&A ’45
Enid Roth Laulicht, M&A ’46
Maria Planter Gellis, M&A ’47
Audrey Rogow Hall, M&A ’47
Lila Lang, M&A ’47
Anita Steckel, M&A ’47
Gladys Sterkin Schwartz, M&A ’47
Florence Zimmerman Farber, M&A ’48
Helene Riveles Gamza, M&A ’48

Patti Friedman Gilbert, M&A ’48
Janet Schreier Shafner, M&A ’49
Jane Taylor, M&A ’50
Jerry Silverman, PA ‘50
Lee Miller Floersheim, M&A ’52
Sharon Gilbert, M&A ’52
Gayle Homer, M&A ’53
Mildred Feller Kassap, M&A ’53
Laurence LeBlang, M&A ’54
Phyllis Hamburger Rovine, M&A ’57
Jimmy Castor, M&A ’58
Beryl August Hanf, M&A ’58
Richard Kushel, M&A ’67
Beth Anker Silberlicht, M&A ’70
Lindsay Wiltshire, M&A ’72
Toni Lawson Chipenda, M&A ’77
Elinor Friedberg, LaG ’88

Further information on these classmates can 
be found at: alumniandfriends.org/alumni/in-
memoriam.
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Contributions received  
between February 16, 2012,  
and June 15, 2012

A&F is grateful for all 
its donors and would 
also like to say a 
special thanks to:
The Solon E. Summerfield 
Foundation for their continued 
support of A&F and recent dona-
tion of $5,000 to upgrade A&F’s 
website.

Chris Denham and Thalia Carver, 
parents of Technical Theater 
students who secured the 
grants below and demonstrate 
the power of collaboration and 
mutual support every day.

SVP Worldwide, Vanessa 
Parish, and Anne Blessing for 
their donation of four brand new 
sewing machines and irons for the 
costume shop.

Lowe’s and Barbara Blake at 
the Lowe’s Toolbox for Educa-
tion Charitable and Educational 
Foundation for a $5,000 grant 
that provided the scenic design 
shop with a new drill press and 
band saw.

Grainger, Michaela Gordon, 
Frank Davis, and all the other 
account managers who worked 
together to provide the Technical 
Theater Department with over 
$3,000 worth of hardware.

Assurant, for their $4,000 grant to 
the Technical Theater Department.

ETC Lighting for $20,000 in new 
lighting for the Blackbox Theater.

A&F is also grateful to Dyan 
Klein, Props For Today for 
all their past donations to the 
school’s productions.

Leadership Circle 
$10,000 +
Eric Friedheim Foundation, Inc., Friend

Society Circle 
$2,500-$9,999
Assurant - PAC, Friend
Lowe’s Charitable Foundation, Friend
The Foundation, To-Life, Inc., Friend
Peter Frishauf, M&A ’66

Benefactor 
$1,000-$2,499
Karen Cecere, Friend
Shirley Keras, Friend
Robert and Betty Stein, Friend
Gabriel Kosakoff, M&A ’44
Larry Silverstein, M&A ’48
Charles Fox, M&A ’58
Paul Stanley, M&A ’70

Patron 
$500-$999
Bunny Dell, Faculty
Michelle Mathesius, Faculty
Nima Azour, Friend
Toby Davidson, Friend
Salvatore De Blasi, Friend
Michael De Havenon, Friend
David Follender, Friend
Susan Greenstein, Friend
Carol Haber, Friend
Thomas Haggerty, Friend
Eric LaGuardia, Friend
Network for Good, Friend
New York Community Trust, Friend
Michael Penzner, Friend
Julie Salamon, Friend
Laura Sirowitz, Friend
Patricia Galpen O’Hara, M&A ’46
Walter Mankoff, M&A ’47
Herbert Wachtell, M&A ’48
Nita Jagoda Bowen, M&A ’49
Irma Haibloom Follender, M&A ’49
Sol Schwartz, M&A ’49
Joseph Todisco, M&A ’49
David Picken, M&A ’50
Susan Loeserman Friedman, M&A ’51
Elizabeth Kahn White Kaplan, M&A ’51
Evelyn Sheftman Reiser, M&A ’51
Jerrold Ross, M&A ’51
Amy Loeserman, M&A ’52
Arthur Mitchell, PA ’52
Paul Reisch, M&A ’52
Helene Jaffe Swedowsky, M&A ’54
Claudia Hurst, M&A ’55
Isabel and Harvey Kibel, M&A ’55

Beverly McIntosh Green, M&A ’56
Dennis Vanson, M&A ’57
Ellen Davis Yorke, M&A ’58
Carol Bloom, M&A ’60
June LeBell Alley, M&A ’61
Gary Koesten, M&A ’62
Dannel Schwartz, PA ’62
Anna Horsford, PA ’64
Kenneth Schroeder, M&A ’65
Jonathan Raskin, M&A ’69
Heather Barkley Craige, PA ’72
Miriam Lubin, M&A ’73
George Reiss, M&A ’73
Rosa Campa Hearne, M&A ’74
Joel Leitner, PA ’82
Susan Rappl Leitner, PA ’82
Alexis Christoforous, LaG ’88
Billy Ching, LaG ’96
Olga Eydlin, LaG ’04

Sponsor 
$250-$499
Richard Klein, Retired Principal  
	 and Faculty
Susan Wartur, Faculty
Michael Carrano, Friend
Sloane Elman, Friend
FJC - A Foundation of Philanthropic  
	 Funds, Friend
Gerry Griffin, Friend
Cyrena Konecky, Friend
Grace Leston, Friend
Samuel Rifman, Friend
Senior Dance Class 2012, Friend
David Shotland, Friend
William and Lavinia Simon, Friend
Martha Wilson, Friend
Rhoda Saletan Goldberger, M&A ’41
Elsi Kovacs Levy, M&A ’42
Norman Narotzky, M&A ’45
Roslyn Potisman Swire, M&A ’45
Martin Barr, M&A ’46
Naomi Sternberg Felsenfeld, M&A ’46
Harvey Weiss, M&A ’47
Bert Pepper, M&A ’49
Niela Miller, M&A ’52
William Arnold, M&A ’54
Paulette Rubin Rosenstein, M&A ’54
Henry and LindaTurkel Kellerman,  
	 M&A ’55
Donna Irony Regenstreif, M&A ’55
Marilyn Greenman Smith, PA ’55
Ellen Petersilie Gilman, PA ’56
Susan Tannenbaum Manspeizer,  
	 M&A ’58
Diana Brody Jacobson, M&A ’59
Naomi Tessler (Fine) Sloan, M&A ’59
Michael Ewer, M&A ’60
Riva Machlin Powers, M&A ’60
Elaine Tannenbaum, M&A ’60
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Sydelle Goldberg Pittas, PA ’61
Vickie Thomas, PA ’61
Ronnee Schier David, M&A ’62
Bobi Schissell Dimond, M&A ’62
Melvin Schweitzer, M&A ’62
Joyce Mueller Heller, PA ’63
Kathleen Radano Pollak, M&A ’63
Albert Cirigliano, M&A ’65
Nardo Poy, M&A ’65
Joshua Feldman, M&A ’66
Margo Chan Taylor, PA ’66
Sara Vass, M&A ’66
Susan Wiegan DiMotta, M&A ’67
Marjorie Hoffman, M&A ’67
Sharon Karmon Landsberg, M&A ’67
Carol Arschin Levy, M&A ’67
Marian F. Williams, M&A ’67
Jillian Barron, M&A ’69
Alisa Feldman, M&A ’69
Sandra Blank, M&A ’70
Janet Marcus, M&A ’70
Joan Herman, PA ’71
Lauri Robertson, M&A ’71
Laurie Nelson, M&A ’73
Fawn Wiener Giovannetti, PA ’78
Peter Citkowitz Horst, M&A ’79
George Bamber-Abrams, M&A ’80
Willie Black, M&A ’80
Kim Dickerson Van Doorn, M&A ’81
Marilyn Jackson, M&A ’82
Capathia Jenkins, M&A ’84
Mathieu Chamberlain, LaG ’86
Andrea Fairweather Bailey, LaG ’87
Jill Brienza, LaG ’91
Lori Colon, LaG ’93
Sara Vasiliou, LaG ’98
Michael A. Yohay, LaG ’98
Alexandros Zervos, LaG ’04
Zachary Brindak, LaG ’06
Catherine Small, LaG ’07
Akiva Zamcheck, LaG ’07
Jacob Bloomfield, LaG ’08
Jesse Leston, LaG ’11
Nico Gozar, LaG ’12

Friend 
$100-$249
Louis Simon, Retired Faculty
Chevron Matching Gift, Friend
Dorothy Fabry, Friend
William Glaser, Friend 
Just Give, Friend
Stephanie Kollar, Friend
Lam Research, Friend
Jonathan Levy, Friend
Douglas Parker, Friend
John Rudolph, Friend
Julian Marsh, M&A ’41
Jay Brieloff, M&A ’44
Marilyn Katz Bergman, M&A ’45
Philip Bromberg, M&A ’45

Rima Beller Blau, M&A ’46
Betty Lipstein Bodian, M&A ’46
Bathia Churgin, M&A ’46
Florence Krinsky Friedberg, M&A ’46
Carole Hershcopf Wallace, M&A ’48
Raymond Schiff, M&A ’50
Eileen Spitzberg Weinstein, M&A ’51
Ann Silverman Aviles, M&A ’52
Anne Holland Hohenemser, M&A ’52
Alice Goldsmith Weinstein, M&A ’52
Cora Wolff Alter, M&A ’53
Fred Scholder, M&A ’53
Mardelle Schwartz Berman, M&A ’54
Fenja Blank Brodo, M&A ’54
Linda Burg Macklowe, M&A ’54
Anita Fiderer Moskowitz, M&A ’54
Rita Zindler Asch, M&A ’55
Irwin Gootnick, M&A ’55
Carolyn Silvers Salevitz, M&A ’55
Joel Chase, M&A ’56
Andrew Feuerstein, M&A ’56
Jacqueline Jaffin Stehlik, M&A ’56
Les Marshak, M&A ’59
Gilbert Martin, M&A ’59
Barbara Stevens Sullivan, PA ’59
Gabriel Weisberg, M&A ’59
Sheila Eisner Alexander, M&A ’60
Stephen Danziger, M&A ’60
Jeffrey Hoffman, M&A ’60
Michael Terman, M&A ’60
Katherine Russo Bernstein, M&A ’61
Deborah Roseman First, M&A ’61
Barbara Grossman, M&A ’61
Jimmy Owens, M&A ’61
Enid Rubenstein, M&A ’61
Bruce Degen, M&A ’62
Peter Eisenstadter, M&A ’62
Jean Goodwin Schrag, M&A ’63
Beth Levin Peller, M&A ’65
Regina Rotenberg Mayerfield, M&A ’67
Betty Ann Bloom Millman, M&A ’67
Lynne Cohen Reik, M&A ’70
Maria Bortoluzzi, M&A ’72
Matthew Neco, M&A ’79
Amanda Miller, LaG ’96

Individual 
$50-$99
Marjorie Dycke, Retired Faculty
Leonard Beckett, Friend
Mitra Behroozi, Friend
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund, Friend
Kathleen Kennedy, Friend
Gene Kilgore, Friend
Eileen Lehrfeld, Friend
Lawrence Malcus, Friend
Richard Muller, Friend
Mary Ellen Probanski, Friend
Ellen Schwarz, Friend
Miriam Steinberg, Friend
Irving Young, Friend

Wilfred Levine, M&A ’41
Gloria Rogoff Koteen, M&A ’42
Marcia Neukrug Weiss, M&A ’42
Richard Rauh, M&A ’43
Geraldine Prose Young, M&A ’44
Lloyd Guth, M&A ’46
Thomas Majdrakoff, M&A ’47
Lucy Freeman Sandler, M&A ’47
Dorothy Davis Kalson, M&A ’48
Barbara Ury Sparti, M&A ’49
Ellen Sharcoff Jaffe, M&A ’50
Paula Warshaw Chait, PA ’52
Edward Cogen, M&A ’52
Stephen Richards, M&A ‘52
Sibyl Tislowitz Silberstein, M&A ’52
Ruth Prager Cogen, M&A ’53
Arnold Sklar, M&A ’53
Harriet Silverman Cohen, M&A ’54
Diane Uger Eisenberg, M&A ’54
Marilyn Brode Sorkin, M&A ’54
Marion Feldman, M&A ’56
Judith Lobel, M&A ’56
Linda Zimmerman Coats, PA ’57
Linda Himot, M&A ’58
Lynne Littman, M&A ’58
Sol Motola, M&A ’58
Regina Blacker Spoor, M&A ’58
Jerry Agate, M&A ’59
Lewis Chartock, M&A ’59
Stephen Deutsch, M&A ’59
Cecelia Resnick Feld, M&A ’59
Roberta Niklad Whipp, M&A ’59
Penny Abrams Aaronson, M&A ’60
Eve Imberman Cohen, M&A ’60
Harriet Pundyk Levine, M&A ’60
Sheila Linder, M&A ’60
Paul Lansky, M&A ’61
Peter Taub, M&A ’61
Susan Halper, M&A ’62
Alexander Irving, M&A ’62
David Schreiber, M&A ’62
Leon Botstein, M&A ’63
Michael Tannenbaum, M&A ’63
Bernadette Zirkuli, M&A ’63
Madeleine Schwartz Lepolstat,  
	 M&A ’64
José Torres, PA ’64
Gary Friedman, M&A ’65
Rochelle Damson Lester, M&A ’65
Ellen Eisenberg, M&A ’66
Judith Ferber, M&A ’66
Ruth Bauman, M&A ’69
Elliot Eichen, M&A ’70
Gail Wilson, M&A ’71
Jill Lanier, M&A ’81
Regina Alvarez, M&A ’83
Keith Mishkin, PA ’84
Elizabeth Garrett Milstein, M&A ’85
Hazak Brozgold, LaG ’03
Mei Yang, LaG ’03
Sean Newman, LaG ’09
Sabrina Nacmias, LaG ’11
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